Leadville Roundtable Discussions

Local Residents and Colorado College Students 

from the SW185: Living in Our Own Backyard course

Times and Places

Thursday January 19, 5:30 p.m., Bastante (dinner included)

Confirmed participants:

Becky Church; Dick Dougherty, Ann Dougherty, Bud Elliott, Jeff Dick; Susan Taylor, Peter Frykholm

Friday, January 20, 11:30 a.m., Manuelitas (lunch included)

Confirmed participants: 

Ali or George Lufkin; Bud Elliott; Marcia Martinek; Edith Seppi; Mayella Guerrero, James Martinez, Peter Frykholm

The following questions are intended to stimulate ideas you think might be interesting to share in our conversations. They remain quite general, however, and are intended as merely suggestive; they need not confine what we ultimately discuss.
General:

What do you like best about living in Leadville? What, by contrast, most concerns you, or inhibits residents’ quality of life?

Culture:

What do you find most distinctive about Leadville? How does it differ from other, neighboring towns? Is this what attracts newcomers, or do many choose Leadville by default?

What images and/or stereotypes do you think outsiders hold about Leadville? How are these valid or invalid?

To what degree would you say community, or communities, exists in Leadville? Is it becoming more or less united/factionalized over time?

Relationship to history:
How does a place like Leadville withstand the boom-and-bust cycles of the American West? How does it continually reinvent itself? Does globalization help or hurt this process?

If people like the Tabors are good examples of important “charter stories” of success for the Leadville of yesteryear, who might exemplify success in Leadville today? (Needn’t be rich or famous ;-))

Is there something different about how today’s immigration shapes Leadville, as compared to earlier periods? Alternatively, are contemporary waves just repeating historical patterns?

Social Issues

How successfully do Leadville residents and communities take care of themselves and one another amidst social and economic changes? What are the more, and less, successful areas? 

