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COURSE GOALS:

As part of the Living and Learning program, SW185 brings an academic component to the Mathias community’s shared experiences of residing, working, and engaging in community service and activism together. As such, the course aims to help achieve the program’s overall goal of enriching integration between intellectual, social and community lives. 

Social Justice in the Southwest focuses on a historic Colorado community, the town of Leadville, by examining its local, regional and global relationships, including those to Colorado Springs and the lives of students living in Mathias Hall. While Leadville and Colorado Springs are locales quite different from one another, they also share important linkages. Like Colorado Springs, Leadville forms part of the Arkansas River watershed, has a history tied to mining and other extractive enterprises, and increasingly relies upon tourism and outdoor recreation, while continually seeking greater economic diversification. Our examination will elaborate connections and contrasts between these two communities, with the notion that the comparison deepens our contextual understandings of each, as well as the interrelationships that could be found between any two communities in the same region.

Our approach concentrates on processes of production, distribution, and consumption, asking what has been produced in Leadville, who has produced it, how it ends up in lives like our own, and our personal choices about using those goods and services. Using historical records and anthropological field study methods, we will study how commodity production and labor processes affect Leadville residents, Colorado residents more generally, and broader regional, national, and international dynamics. Mining, skiing and tourism will be of particular interest, as well as selective ways of remembering, packaging and marketing the past for present purposes.  To conclude the course, students will develop community research projects comparing issues in Leadville to the the larger community of Colorado Springs, focusing on the question of  what kinds of responsibility this knowledge brings: how do we create sustainable communities and change at the personal, communal, and political levels?

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS:

Assignments (see explanations below)

Participation and Attendance 





25%


(Including reading response papers)

           See end of syllabus for instructions for these

Short exercises:







30%

· One-week steel journal

· Museum write-up

· Photos documenting Leadville

· Leadville Data-base contributions, analyses

Interview mosaic (transcriptions, analysis, presentation)


10%

Community Research Projects





35%

· Proposal

10%

· Presentation

10%


· Web-page

15%

Course Schedule
We meet regularly in the Mathias commons room on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each block, with some exceptions noted below).

*in reading packet

Block 1  Two Colorado Communities: Leadville and Pueblo. 
(Commodities, communities, and personal choices. Why do these communities exist? How interconnected are we, what do we depend on to live here, what is “sustainable.”)

	2nd Monday

(Sept. 12)
	Field trip to Pueblo and Ludlow Massacre site. 

What makes Pueblo tick? The steel, coal, molybdenum connection and their ties to ethnicity and labor politics. 

Readings:

(On E-RES) Hyde, Anne. 1995. “Presenting and Protecting Power”.

*Robbins, Richard. “Environment and Consumption.” In Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism. Boston: Allyn Bacon.

Bus arrives at 12:15, next to the library, on Cascade. We leave (promptly!) at 12:30; we’ll have lunch and dinner on the road so plan to be back after nightfall.

Field Trip Speakers:

In Pueblo: Jay Trask, Archivist, Bessemer Historical Society
At Ludlow: Karin Larkin: Project Director
Colorado Coalfield War Project
Assignments (for 9/29) – 

· Newspaper articles and data analysis about the two places, begin building BYDB (backyard data-base). 

· One-week steel journals

	4th Monday

(Sept. 26)
	Connections: Colorado Springs, Pueblo, Leadville

Regular class over dinner – 5:30-8

What does Leadville have to do with Pueblo and YOU? What connects these places to each other? What commodities link them now and in the past?

Readings:

(On E-RES) Hyde, Anne. 1999. “From Leadville to Aspen” 

(On E-RES) 3 Newspaper Articles – all on Leadville and the Climax Mine

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑. 2005. “$30 Moly and the future of Climax.” Colorado Central Magazine. 137: 51. http://www.cozine.com/archive/cc2005/01370511.html.

Assignment: Reading Response Essay

	Block Break

Thursday

(Sept. 29)
	All-day trip to Leadville: 

· Visit Mining OR Heritage museum, research for write-up

· Walking tour of Downtown

· Visit to Climax mine

· Make preliminary contact for interviews in January




Block 2  Leadville: Global Economies and local decisions. 
	2nd Monday

(Oct. 10)
	Leadville, Sustainability, and the Global Village: food, steel, ethnicity at 10,000 feet How commodities link people and limit their choices
Readings:

*Hawkin, P., Lovins A. and L.H. Lovins. Natural Capitalism. “The Next Industrial Revolution”; “Waste Not”

Assignments: Database 

                       Reading Response Essay

	4th Monday

(Oct. 24)
	Leadville: Corporate Accountability and Withstanding Boom-and-Bust Cycles

Class Part 1: *Readings: Jonathan Friedman “Globalization and Localization”

                      Ferguson, J. “Globalism Disconnect”

Assignments: Database

                      Reading Response Essay

Class Part 2: Developing Research Topics, Questions, and Problems




Block 3  Community Survival: Tourism, Recreation and Service Industries
	2nd Monday

(Nov. 7)
	Class Part 1: Turn in Community Research Project Proposals:

        Topic, research question and methodology, brief bibliographies of data and secondary materials, people (or types of people) you will need to interview, plan and questions for interviewing 

Class Part 2: Best Practices in Social Development and Corporate Accountabilit

Speaker: Randy Eppler, Mining Consultant



	4th Monday

(Nov. 21)
	Tourism: Consumption and Production

Readings: *from  Findlay, J.  Magic Lands
                 (On E-RES) from Preservation - articles

*Rothman, Hal. 1998.Selections from Devil’s Bargains: Tourism in the Twentieth-Century American West. Lawrence: Univ. Press of Kansas.

Assignments: Reading Response Papers 

Speaker: Linda Catlin, Anthropologist

Tourism in Colorado Mountain Towns




Block 4:  Can this Community be Saved: Skiing?
	2nd Monday

(Dec. 5)
	Class, skiiing, and real estate: How does class work in Leadville?

Readings: :* Ehrenreich, B. from Nickel and Dimed (Intro. and CH. 3)

*Clifford, Hal. 2005. “Commuters or Communities?” In Downward Slide: 
*Hautzinger, Sarah. 2002 “Will the Real Commodity Please Stand Up? Skiing and ‘Touristic’ Real Estate in Eagle Valley, Colorado.” 

Assignments:

Reading Response Essay

Additions to Database



	4th Monday

(Dec. 19)
	More on skiing and personal choices: Who works in the ski industry? Who consumes it?

Readings: 

(On E-RES) Coleman, Annie Gilbert. “The Unbearable Whiteness of Skiing.” Pacific Historical Review, 1998.

Assignments: Reading Response Essay

                      Colorado Springs Interviews and Transcriptions Due




Half Block Field Trip : Labor segmentation and structural realities. 

	Wed. Jan. 18


	Leadville and Colorado Springs: What can be changed or recreated? 

Readings: TBA

Assignments:

Reading Response Paper



	Thurs.- Sat. 

(Jan. 19-21)
	Field Trip to Leadville

Assignments:

· Interview two residents



	
	


Second Semester:How to be Good Neighbors? 

(Class will meet once a block; Anne and Sarah meet individually and with groups on projects.)

· How does the global affect the local, and visa versa? How do we balance individual actions and macro-shifts, driven by policy changes?

·  Policy, action initiatives developing out of projects

· What are our responsibilities to local communities? Reporting back to Leadville: contributing database, sharing posters and web-pages

 
Campus and wider community; poster and web

BLOCK 5

	2nd Monday

(Jan. 30)
	· Interview Mosaic: present 5-minute presentations sharing key aspects of interviews

· Revisit overarching themes and work groups, projects as distributed within these




BLOCK 6

	2nd Monday

(Feb. 27) 
	· Organization for final symposium and plan for reporting back to Leadville. 




SW185: Response Papers


Central to the "doing" of this course will be writing a series of response papers. All we want you to do is to respond rather informally to that particular reading in a not more than two-page essay. Generally, you should ask the following questions about the text: 


-What was the author's purpose?


-What did you like about it? 


-What didn't you like? 


-How does it add to or change what you know about Leadville?

Depending on the texts you choose, you may have other questions. You will want to describe the author's argument, the kind of evidence she uses, and the biases that appear. Is the piece effective? Does it make you mad? Does it change the way you think - why or why not? As we move on in the course good responses will refer back to earlier reading. How is one writer/scholar different from another? And, you have to do all of this in a single page or two.

We expect you to write five of these responses and they are due at the beginning of the class in which the text you choose is discussed. You can choose from any of the assigned readings, with the following ground rules. 1) You must do at least one per block (Blocks 2, 3, 4, 5) You can only turn in one response during the fifth block of the course. 3) And, if you choose a day when we discuss several shorter articles, you must address at least two of the articles. 

These mini-essays must be typed and should be carefully, if informally, written. Bring them to class and be prepared to share pieces of them with the class as a whole.  You do not have to present an argument as in other longer essays, but your response should make coherent points about what the author of your text argues.

