SW185: In our Own Backyard: Social Justice in the Southwest

“Colorado Contexts” Research Assignment: Interviews, Presentation and Webpage

A. Hyde and S. Hautzinger

Assignment:

To explore a specific issue or problem in Leadville, connecting the individual perspectives of interviewees from each locale to broader context(s). For successful completion of the project, three factors hold equal importance: 

1) attending closely to the lived experience of interviewee accounts; 2) providing adequate context and background information, such that the distinct shaping of the problem is clear, including how regional, national and global forces enter into play; 3) drawing on theoretical concepts from the class, suggest ways to resolve or improve the problem. 

Steps of the Assignment

1. Select a research problem that can be explored comparatively in Leadville.  By November 7, submit a proposal that includes the topic, research question and methodology, brief bibliographies of data and secondary materials, people (or types of people) you will need to interview, plan and questions for interviewing (resubmissions with peer’s comments due November 21).
2. Interview two individuals in each locale, preferably two representing contrasting perspectives. 

· You need IRB approval (deadline Dec. 6, 2 p.m.) before commencing interviews; 

· Most interviews will assume a semi-structured format (Bernard, 2002);

· Leadville interviews should be held during our Jan. 19-21 field trip, but arranged previously;

· Interviews should be tape-recorded (recorders can be checked out from Kellam Throgmorton in the Anthropology Dept. ext. 6363); additional note-taking during the interviews is recommended for non-verbal and train-of-thought purposes;

· Thorough transcription of the tapes is not recommended, but careful transcription of quotes you’d like to use verbatim is;

3. Create a webpage (based upon the template developed with Marla Gerein, and Jan. 27 training and Feb. 9 working session); alert your interviewees and other contacts in both communities about the webpage, as this will be our primary means of reporting back to them (due March 6, 3rd Monday of Block 6).

4. Present your analysis to the class, LLC staff and Mathias Dorm on March 9.

For discussion: assessment, proportioning of weight, etc. (consult syllabus)

