SW185: Social Justice in the Soutwest

Professors Anne Hyde and Sarah Hautzinger

Field Trip to Leadville: National Mining Hall of Fame and Heritage Museums

Leave Colorado Springs ​​______ a.m. (bus leaves then).

Preparatory to trip: 

· Sign up for sack lunch if on meal plan or wishing to be charged;

· Read short entry on museums and anthropology.

Focus:

Museums are at once wonderful learning opportunities, and, according to the museum anthropologists themselves, potentially problematic. 

We invite you to work in pairs but may work solo if you prefer. Imagine you are a museum director or curator brought in to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the exhibit. Write up a 1-3 (or, 2-5 if write-up also done by the pair) assessment of your observations and critical thoughts, addressing (at least; you may bring up others) three issues:

1. Appropriation

2. The politics of representation

3. History and Memory: Public Narrative

Appropriation:

Almost by definition, a museum like the one we’re visiting, which focuses on material culture, is about displacing people’s things: taking them from one context and putting them in another one. What are the “costs” and “benefits” to the people being represented? To the museum-going public?

Politics of Representation:

How do museum anthropologists appropriately give voice to the peoples museums represent? Are Leadvillians equally represented, or do certain groups predominate?   Does there appear to be participation by the community, or different organizations, in creating exhibits? How does the museum give the community voice and also retain authority to keep their exhibits scientifically accurate? 

History and Memory: Public Narrative

Whose stories are told and not told? What public purpose does this serve? What are the narrative structures – i.e. “mining is wonderful and deserving folk get rich” vs. “we are shackled and exploited by the corporation” – of the exhibits? 

**** Museums’ staff will be on hand:  Have your questions ready!****

